Contemporary Sociological Theory

GENERAL OBJECTIVE OF THE COURSE

To develop students’ ability to understand contemporary society and its general
problems. Based on this, students are expected to: (1) analyze the impact of these
problems on the theoretical-methodological tools of sociology; and (2) explore recent
sociological approaches that address these issues.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE

By the end of the course, students should have achieved the following learning
outcomes:

1. Use various theoretical tools to approach contemporary social problems.

2. Understand the impact social problems have had on the theory and
methodology of the discipline.

3. ldentify various contemporary sociological approaches that address micro,
meso, and macro social problems, at different levels of abstraction.

CONTENTS

1. Contemporary Problems of Classical Sociology
1.1. The emergence of modernity as a contemporary problem in classical sociology

.1. Community, society, and capitalist experience
.2. Sociological methods as responses to problems of past eras

1.1
1.1
1.2. Late 20th-century sociology and the problems it sought to address

1.2.1. New theoretical syntheses on the agency/structure problem
1.2.2. New social-scientific methods

2. Contemporary Cultural Sociology and its “New” Theory of Action



2.1. The problem of taste and aesthetic sociology (#sociology of aesthetics)

2.1.1. The problem of taste
2.1.2. Generalizing the problem of taste into a sociological theory

2.2. Cognition, neuroscience, and sociology?

2.2.1. The relationship between psychology and sociology
2.2.2. Cognition, habits, fields, and human action

2.3. A contemporary reinterpretation of social methods

2.3.1. The interpretivist and naturalist tradition
2.3.2. Overcoming the qualitative/quantitative divide (=object/objective, #tools)

3. Grand Theory and Epochal Diagnoses

3.1. Contemporary grand theory and critical theory

3.1.1. Is grand theory over?
3.1.2. Rosa and contemporary critical theory

3.2. An empirical approach to critique and the generalization of social problems

3.2.1. Sociology of critique and the empirical question of social change
3.2.2. The motherhood effect as a contemporary global problem

3.3. The problem of love in contemporary society

3.3.1. The emergence of romantic love
3.3.2. The dissolution of love as a diagnosis of the times

4. The Social Beyond the Anthropos: The Problem of Animal Cognition and
Language



4.1. Different perspectives in social theory: a critique of social anthropocentrism
4.2. Cognition in non-human animals and interspecies society
4.3. What can non-human animals teach us about the study of human action?

METHODOLOGY

The course methodology will consist of a presentation of the session’s topic by the
professor, followed by an analysis and discussion of the required readings.
Therefore, in addition to adequate preparation for each session—which includes a
close reading of the texts to be discussed—active student participation will be
required.

EVALUATION METHODS

The course will be evaluated through two modalities:

1. Written test (40%): An individual handwritten test conducted during class hours.
Each test will cover lecture content and required readings from the relevant units
prior to the test date. The test will consist of multiple interpretive questions, from
which students must choose two to answer.

2. Oral exam (60%): An individual oral evaluation conducted during class hours.
The exam will cover the entire course content and required readings. Students
will randomly draw two questions written on slips of paper and must select one
to answer within a set time. Time will be given to select, think about, and develop
a thoughtful response.

3. Class participation: Active participation during sessions, including reading the
texts, offering commentary, and responding to questions, will be rewarded with
0.5 points in the written test and 0.5 in the oral exam.

PASSING REQUIREMENTS

ATTENDANCE:

Attendance is mandatory, requiring participation in at least 80% of the classes.
Absences must be justified through the program secretary.

MINIMUM PASSING GRADE (Scale from 1.0 to 7.0): 5.0



REQUIREMENTS TO TAKE THE EXAM: Grade between 3.5 and 4.9

ABOUT PLAGIARISM:

Any information presented in assessable documents that does not cite its proper
source, when known to originate from an external author, and/or any similarities, will

be considered plagiarism. Plagiarism will be sanctioned according to the university’s
current regulations.

KEYWORDS: theory of action, methods, cognition, aesthetic sociology, critical theory,
anthropocentrism, Al.
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Mills, C. W., Germani, G., & Torner, F. M. (1961). La imaginacién sociolégica (Vol. 2).
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Cerulo, K. A. (2018). Scents and Sensibility: Olfaction, Sense-Making, and Meaning
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2.2. Cognition, neuroscience, and sociology?

Lizardo, O., Sepulvado, B., Stoltz, D. S., & Taylor, M. A. (2020). What can cognitive
neuroscience do for cultural sociology?. American Journal of Cultural Sociology, 8, 3—
28.

2.3. A contemporary reinterpretation of social methods

No required reading for this session, but reviewing the complementary bibliography is
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3. Grand Theory and Epochal Diagnoses

3.1. Contemporary grand theory and critical theory

Rosa, H. (2011). Aceleracion social: consecuencias éticas y politicas de una sociedad
de alta velocidad desincronizada.

3.2. An empirical approach to critique and the generalization of social problems
Bacevic, J. (2024). What is social science if not critical? The British Journal of
Sociology.

3.3. The problem of love in contemporary society

lllouz, E. (2020). El fin del amor: Una sociologia de las relaciones negativas (Vol.
3104). Katz editores. (Capitulo 1, p. 11-44)

4. The Social Beyond the Anthropos: The Problem of Animal Cognition and
Language

4.1. Different perspectives in social theory: a critique of social anthropocentrism



Meijer, Eva (2022) Animales habladores. Conversaciones privadas entre seres vivos.
Editorial Taurus / Penguin. Introduccion Capitulo 3.

4.2. Cognition in non-human animals and interspecies society

Meijer, Eva (2022) Animales habladores. Conversaciones privadas entre seres vivos.
Editorial Taurus / Penguin. Capitulo 4y 5

4.3. What can animals and Al teach us for the theory of action?

Martin, J. L. (2015). Thinking Through Theory. W.W. Norton & Company, Inc. (Chapter
5, pp. 175-215)
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